Joint Statement on China’s New Regulation for Import and Export of Endangered Species of Wildlife
September 1, 2006
Dear Honorable Premier Wen Jiabao,

We, representing conservation NGOs and researchers, wish to congratulate the People’s Republic of China on implementation of its new Regulations for Import and Export of Endangered Species of Wildlife.  This step greatly enhances China’s ability to control wildlife trade, implement the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) and reduce trafficking in endangered species regulated by CITES.  

China, which has been a CITES Party since 1981, has gone beyond the requirements of the Convention in notable ways.  One of China’s most commendable actions was its decision in 1993 to ban all domestic trade in parts and derivatives of the highly-endangered tiger.  In this way, China established itself as a leader in CITES efforts to save dwindling wild tiger populations hit hard by commercial demand for their bones for use in medicines and health tonics.

The most comprehensive scientific study of tiger habitats ever done, released in July 2006, concluded that tigers now occupy 40 percent less habitat than they were thought to inhabit a decade ago.  Meanwhile, some experts estimate that tiger numbers may have dipped well below 5,000 in the wild.  In China, it is estimated that fewer than 20 wild tigers remain in the north-east and about 30 roam a corner of China’s south-west along its borders with Myanmar and the Lao PDR. With fewer than 50 wild tigers in China, any poaching will drive the species quickly to extinction. 
The recent proposal by China’s tiger farms to legalize trade in tiger parts and derivatives will jeopardize the great efforts that Chinese government and the world have invested to save wild tigers. Given that bones of wild tigers cannot be distinguished from those of farmed tigers, legal trade of any kind would open opportunities for criminals to “launder” the parts of wild tigers and sell them to hapless consumers as farmed parts. Consequently, legalizing trade in tiger parts and derivatives sends a wrong message to the public and might stimulate the increase of consumption, which will seriously challenge China’s success in public education on wildlife conservation in past decades. Nevertheless, it will also create enormous difficulties for wildlife law enforcement agencies in their implementation and enforcement of the new CITES regulation.

We hope that China, in the spirit of its new CITES implementing law and the upcoming 2008 Green Olympics, will discourage the consumption of endangered wildlife in general, reiterate its commitment to the 1993 ban of trade in all tiger derivatives from all sources, and thereby continue to play a responsible leadership role in protecting the world’s few wild remaining tigers. 
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